The Progressive Era 1900-1917
Progressives: a political term used to describe reformers

I. Republican Progressivism

a. Largely identified with Theodore Roosevelt

b. Teddy Roosevelt

i. President from 1901-1908

ii. Former “rough rider” who advocated war and imperialism

iii. Created reputation as a trustbuster

1. Used political power to crush monopolies that opposed him

2. Forced railroads to publish maximum rail rates

iv. Created the first national parks

v. Started water management program in the West

vi. Extended Monroe Doctrine into the Caribbean

c. William Howard Taft

i. Initially supported by Roosevelt

ii. Unraveled the republican Party through a series of unpopular decisions
iii. Roosevelt ran against him as a Progressive candidate in 1912

II. Democratic Progressivism
a. Woodrow Wilson

i. New Jersey Governor

ii. Former President of Princeton University

iii. Ran in 1912 Presidential Election and won

iv. Supported regulations of big business

v. Created Federal Reserve Banks

vi. Prevented corporations from “price fixing”

vii. Was a staunch segregationist

viii. Not particularly interested in the environment

III. Fighting Back

a. Women

i. Margaret Sanger-crusader for birth control

ii. Feminist movement

iii. National American Woman Suffrage Organization

iv. Jeanette Rankin-first Congresswoman

b. Socialists

i. Led by Eugene Debs

ii. Followed Marxism

iii. Opposed private ownership, believed workers should control economy

c. Muckraking

i. Journalists who exposed corruption

ii. Upton Sinclair

iii. Ida Tarbell-exposed Standard Oil’s corruption and violence against unions

d. African Americans

i. Lynchings were common in South

ii. W.E.B. Du Bois

1. African American Ph.D. from Harvard

2. Led NAACP

iii.  Ida B. Wells

1. Black journalist who crusaded against lynchings

IV. World War I
a. Background

i. Europe went to war in 1914

ii. U.S. is battling Mexico in 1916

iii. Triple Entente (England, France, Russia) are battling Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria, Italy) over power in Europe

iv. U.S. declares neutrality, but trades with England

v. U.S. enters war in 1917 

1. U.S. angered over Zimmerman note

2. U.S. upset over sinking of Lusitania

b. The Great War

i. Allied forces win in 1918 with U.S. help

ii. Casualties

1. Germany 1.8 million

2. Russia 1.7 million

3. France 1.4 million

4. Austria 1.2 million

5. England 902,000

6. U.S. 115,000

c. Effects

i. Woodrow Wilson pushes for League of Nations

ii. U.S. Congress fails to ratify Treaty of Versailles

iii. Allied forces carve up Eastern Europe and Middle East

iv. Allies seek reparations from Germany

